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“The souls of the righteous are in the
hand of God, and no torment shall

touch them..... they are in peace”
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Pope Francis

Fratelli tutti

Love builds bridges: the Good Samaritan

To many shadows, however, the Encyclical responds with a
luminous example, a herald of hope: the Good Samaritan. The
second chapter, “A stranger on the road”, is dedicated to this
figure. Init, the Pope emphasizes that, in an unhealthy society
that turns its back on suffering and that is “illiterate” in caring
for the frail and vulnerable (64-65), we are all called — just
like the Good Samaritan — to become neighbours to others
(81), overcoming prejudices, personal interests, historic and
cultural barriers. We all, in fact, are co-responsible in creating
a society that is able to include, integrate and lift up those
who have fallen or are suffering (77). Love builds bridges and
“we were made for love” (88), the Pope adds, particularly
exhorting Christians to recognize Christ in the face of every
excluded person (85). The principle of the capacity to love
according to “a universal dimension” (83) is also resumed in
the third chapter, “Envisaging and engendering an open world”.
In this chapter Francis exhorts us to go “‘outside’ the self” in
order to find “a fuller existence in another” (88), opening
ourselves up to the other according to the dynamism of charity
which makes us tend toward “universal fulfiiment” (95). In
the background — the Encyclical recalls — the spiritual stature
of a person’s life is measured by love, which always “takes
first place” and leads us to seek better for the life of the other,
far from all selfishness (92-93).
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